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The Colorado Wolf The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Centerand Wildlife Center
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos 
& Aquariums (AZA). Look 
for this logo whenever you 
visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 
and a better future for all 

living things.
The contents of the 

material we include in 
our newsletter does not 
necessarily reflect the 
views of CWWC. We 

collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 
other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go 
to wolfeducation.org 
and sign up on the 
newsletter page.

CONTACT US

tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742

| SOCIAL  MEDIA  HAPPENINGS |
 Stay up to date with the animals at CWWC, wolves and wildlife in the news, and 
advocacy opportunities.

We hope to give you something to look forward to every day! 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter  We post videos of 
the training and enrichment we are providing for our animals, and educational vlogs about 
wolves. 

Follow us on Facebook: Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center to get updates on new YouTube 
video postings, read feel good stories from other wolf/wildlife organizations, and learn 
about new wildlife findings in the research field. 

Follow us on Instagram: @cowolfcenter to see pictures of our beautiful animals, stories of 
what we are doing around the center, and ways you can help wild wolf populations.  Keep 
your eye on our story for fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves and keepers. 

CWWC is now on Bluesky! Follow us: @cowolfcenter.bsky.social

Follow us on Twitter: @Wolves_at_CWWC to see photos of our animals, read fun facts, 
and hear about events happening at CWWC. 

Follow us on TikTok: @cowolfcenter for the videos you won’t see on our other social 
media pages. 

MEET
Anjali

Anjali is 10 years old and is 
in 4th Grade. She has been 
taking art classes since she 
was five years old! Anjali 
is a super creative and 
caring person, and cares 
deeply about animals and 
wolves. She gifted her Dad 
a trip to The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center for 
Christmas last year, and got 
to see a real wolf and learn 
that some species were 
endangered. Her favorite 
part was learning new 
things about wolves. Did 

you know they can smell prey from over a mile away?!  This trip inspired her to 
draw a wolf.  Anjali also loves to compete in team gymnastics. She has a pet fish 
named Coconut and loves reading mystery books.



What a day! Our annual Turkey Toss was an absolute blast. We had a full house, perfect warm weather, and plenty of seasonal treats and drinks to enjoy. Guests 
got to meet Kirk’s incredible wolfdog, Krypton, and then watch our wolves, fox, coyote, and New Guinea Singing Dogs crunch their way through turkeys, 
chickens, and Cornish hens (the smaller canids were very thankful for their share!).

It was a joyful celebration filled with laughter, furry friends, and community spirit. We’re truly grateful for all of our supporters who make days like this 
possible.

Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!

  —Darlene Kobobel



If not for a series of tones broadcasting her location, no one 
would’ve known she had died.
Like dozens of other Yellowstone National Park wolves 
involved in a three-decade-long study, researchers collared 
wolf 1331F as a pup in 2021 to track her movements. Gray with 
ribbons of brown fur fading into her pale muzzle and legs, the 
young wolf lived with the Wapiti Lake Pack, one of the largest 
in Yellowstone.
Wildlife photographer V.C. Wald watched 1331 supervise 
black wolf pups hunting a wounded bison on the shore of the 
Firehole River in the winter of 2023-’24.  Easily visible from the 
road, the pups tried to take the bison head-on, only to scatter 
as it bluff charged. Then, 1331 demonstrated how to approach 
the massive ungulate more safely from behind, nipping at its 
hind quarters, Wald recalls, “[she was] a teacher, of young 

wolves, and of me.”
The scene isn’t out of the ordinary for the Wapiti Lake Pack, 
whose territory encompasses Yellowstone’s sagebrush-
covered Hayden Valley in the center of the park. They chase 
elk and bison. They play and sun themselves on cold winter 
days. Much of this activity occurs under the gaze of humans. 
But every now and then, pack members leave the park. 
In late 2024, Yellowstone Wolf Project telemetry data suggest 
1331F started a journey away from her pack. She headed north. 
First, she spent time around Mammoth Hot Springs. Then she 
crossed the park’s boundary into Montana. While tourists often 
lined roads to watch 1331 and her packmates inside the park, 
wolf watchers are sparser in the rugged and mountainous 
mix of public and private land just north of Yellowstone. Wolf 
1331 had no way of knowing, but she’d crossed an invisible 

line where the national park gives way to state rule. It’s a 
consequential threshold: Wolves are protected from hunting 
on one side, but can be legally killed by gun, trap or snare on 
the other. 
Park officials don’t know if 1331 was permanently leaving her 
pack or if she would have eventually returned to Wapiti Lake’s 
territory; it’s not uncommon for female wolves of her age 

to disperse for days or even weeks leading up to breeding 
season in February — sort of a lupine rumspringa. But they do 
know she’d left the pack far behind. On January 24, 2025, staff 
with the Yellowstone Wolf Project drove north of the park, 
wielding bulky telemetry equipment to listen for collared elk 
and wolves. They heard 1331’s signal, indicating she’d moved 
farther into Montana than ever. But, the beeps suggested, she 
hadn’t budged in at least 12 hours. 
Park staff turned the information over to Montana’s fish and 
game agency. Wolf 1331 would ultimately be found dead in a 
trap set by a prolific wolf hunter who manages a large ranch 
about 10 miles north of Yellowstone. The man who trapped 
1331 would receive a warning for violating state trap-check 
laws and no other punishment. Her journey had come to an 
end roughly a month after it began.

The Yellowstone Bubble
Wolf 1331F’s fate was unusual only in that she made it so far 
north.
When wolves leave the park, they die — often, quickly.
Yellowstone’s roughly 100 wolves are among the most famous 
and beloved in the world, attracting throngs of wolf-admiring 
tourists who spend tens of millions of dollars in the region 
every year. However, protected by federal law and tolerant 
of their adoring fans, Yellowstone wolves are uniquely 
vulnerable to hunters and trappers in surrounding states 
where killing wolves is legal. Their destinies are often shaped 

 Nick Mott and Mike Koshmrl  |  Mountain Journal  |  November 16, 2025

Crossing Yellowstone National Park’s protective boundary, an apex predator 
becomes prey. These wolves don’t last long in the modern Mountain West. 

Wolves pad through snow-covered Hayden Valley in Yellowstone National Park. If they leave the protections of 
Yellowstone and cross the invisible park border into neighboring Montana, Wyoming or Idaho, their chances of 
survival are drastically reduced. Credit: Ashton Hooker / NPS

What Happens When Wolves Leave Yellowstone

Wolf 1331F, pictured here in the winter of 2023-2024, a year before her death, supervises her pups while they hunt a wounded bison on 
the shore of the Firehole River. Credit: V.C. Wald
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by which of the three surrounding state boundaries they cross. 

“When we look at the fate of collared wolves that leave 
Yellowstone, most commonly they don’t survive the next 
hunting season,” Yellowstone Wolf Project leader Dan Stahler 
said in a May 2024 interview.  
Heading into Wyoming, wolves encounter wilderness and 
tightly controlled hunts, but greater danger beyond. Step into 
Idaho and it’s a free-fire zone, though few wolves go that way. 
Journeys north into Montana are the most common and have 
proven the most deadly, despite some state efforts to take it 
easy on park wolves.
Yellowstone’s wolves die from hunting and trapping outside 
the park every season, but things seem to be getting worse. 
From 2009-2020, about 4.3 wolves from Yellowstone were 
killed legally by hunters and trappers each year, according 
to National Park Service data. From 2021-2024, that number 
nearly tripled when an average of 12.75 wolves died annually, 
according to Yellowstone Wolf Project data.
It was clear to Doug Smith, retired lead of the Yellowstone Wolf 
Project, that the park’s porous boundaries would be an issue 
almost immediately after wolves were reintroduced in 1995. 
“This is a long-term problem for wildlife management, and 
particularly wolves,” Smith said in an interview this fall. 
Inside Yellowstone, wolves are managed “for the benefit 
and enjoyment of the people,” the now-famous language 
adorning the top of Roosevelt Arch, a striking stone gateway 
often surrounded by selfie-taking tourists at the park’s North 
Entrance. The sentiment springs from the 1916 act creating the 
National Park Service and stops at the park’s border. Outside 
Yellowstone, the states take over wolf management. There, 
wolves can get into trouble. They kill livestock, the occasional 
pet, and lots and lots of elk. And they’re especially naive to the 

many dangers in the new world around them.
Even in the early days of reintroduction, Smith remembers 
phone calls urging him to do the impossible: keep wolves 
inside the park. Back then, wolves had federal protections both 
in and out of Yellowstone. Hunting them was illegal, whether 
in Montana, Wyoming or Idaho, or inside Yellowstone itself. 
But within a month of releasing the park’s first wolves from 
their enclosure, a hunter named Chad McKittrick illegally shot 
and killed a male wolf, numbered 10M, after it left the park and 
ventured onto private land near Red Lodge, Montana. 
Fast-forward nearly 30 years and death also awaited 1329M, a 
striking green-eyed black male wolf, when he left Yellowstone. 
Researchers captured and collared 1329, born into the Wapiti 
Lake Pack just like 1331F. He was caught and joined the ranks of 
research wolves in 2021, the same year they collared 1331F as a 
pup. A year later, park scientists documented the young male, 
with a touch of silver on his chin, getting into a scuffle with 
other males, which could have spurred a dispersal. His collar’s 
GPS data shows he left Yellowstone on May 14, 2022, heading 
south. “[1329] beelined it all the way down through the trophy 
game wolf area,” said Stahler, the current Yellowstone Wolf 
Project leader.

The state of Wyoming tightly regulates wolf hunting in an 
area where wolves are managed as “trophy game” adjacent 
to Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks, with the area 
closed to hunting in the spring. But 1329 kept moving. GPS data 
shows his route, loping straight through the heart of Jackson 
Hole, then south, looping through the Wyoming and Salt River 
ranges. The black wolf headed into a valley where, three years 
later, Sublette County resident Cody Roberts would fight a 
felony animal cruelty charge for allegedly making a public 

spectacle of a wounded, juvenile wolf in a bar before the animal 
died. The incident made international news and divided the 
small Western Wyoming community. Wolves are fewer here. 
There’s a reason. 
Within two weeks of leaving Yellowstone, the roughly 2-year-old 
1329 crossed another boundary and left Wyoming’s regulated 
wolf “trophy game” area for its “predator zone,” which covers 85 
percent of the state and where there are virtually no regulations 
on how wolves can be killed. Running down and bludgeoning 
wolves with snowmobiles here is legal. The departure meant 
he could be killed any time of year, by almost any means, and 
without a license.
Toward the end of June 2022, wolf 1329 stopped moving in 
the mountains near Salt River Pass, near where the southern 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem transitions into the Great Basin. 
He’d stepped into a steel-jawed leghold trap. “It had been in 
the trap about four days,” Stahler says, “based on the location 
and movement.” By June 26, the trapped wolf was dead. The 
Yellowstone biologist’s best guess is that 1329 was exposed 
to the elements and died of dehydration. States surrounding 
the park require trappers to frequently check their wolf traps 
to reduce animals’ suffering and minimize harm to non-target 
species. Negligence is illegal.

'Risky Life Choice'
Wolves in the Northern Rockies are no strangers to controversy.
Indeed, politicians in all three states surrounding Yellowstone 
have long seized on wolves as a prime example of federal 
overreach.
“I remain seriously concerned with the uncertainty that 
continues to surround Yellowstone wolf reintroduction as it 
moves forward,” former Wyoming Governor Jim Geringer wrote 
to U.S. Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt in 1995, after 
wolves were already on the ground. Former Idaho Governor 
Butch Otter said he’d be the first to bid on a wolf tag back 
in 2007. And Montana Governor Greg Gianforte was issued 
a warning for killing a Yellowstone wolf without the proper 
trapper education in 2021. 
Death by hunting, trapping or wildlife management official 
is the most common fate for wolves that leave Yellowstone 
National Park. Even in a natural system, the act of dispersing is 
already a “risky life choice,” according to Stahler. Solo wolves 
end up in territories of other wolf packs, where they clash and 
get killed. In fact, within Yellowstone, wolves are the leading 
cause of wolf death.

While the number of wolves that spend the vast majority of 
their time inside Yellowstone has stayed relatively static for 
more than two decades, wolf populations outside the park 
have grown by leaps and bounds. That’s in part because some 
Yellowstone wolves successfully dispersed and survived. At 
the same time, other wolves reintroduced in Idaho’s Frank 
Church-River of No Return Wilderness established and bred. 
And yet more wolves filtered down from the north, crossing the 

Wildlife watchers with high-dollar spotting scopes and cameras line 
a hill overlooking Lamar Valley in May 2018. Wolf-watching alone 
contributes more than $80 million annually to Yellowstone gateway 
communities. Credit: Diane Renkin / NPS

Wolf 1329M pauses from a venison meal after fellow members of the 
Wapiti Lake Pack took down a deer in the Gardner River just inside 
the Yellowstone National Park boundary. Credit: C Thomas Hoff 
Photography

Wolf 1329M pauses from a venison meal after fellow members of the 
Wapiti Lake Pack took down a deer in the Gardner River just inside 
the Yellowstone National Park boundary. Credit: C Thomas Hoff 
Photography

The first wolf arrives in Yellowstone at the Crystal Bench Pen (L-R: 
Mike Phillips-YNP Wolf Project Leader, Jim Evanoff-YNP, Molly Beattie- 
USFWS Director, Mike Finley-YNP Superintendent, Bruce Babbitt-
Secretary of Interior) on January 12, 1995. Credit: Jim Peaco / NPS
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Canadian border into the U.S. Today, populations of animals as 
reclusive as wolves are tough to estimate, but the most recent 
figures for Montana and Idaho wolf populations are roughly 
1,100 and 1,200, respectively. In Wyoming, which has less 
mountainous, treed habitat, there are fewer wolves — about 350 
— and they’re counted with much greater precision.
While those wolf populations outside the park grew, the 
human population inside Yellowstone expanded, too. Park 
visitation hovered around 3 million annually at the time of wolf 
reintroduction in 1995. Today, that number is closer to 5 million, 
evidenced by the sprawl of souvenir shops in the Yellowstone 
gateway towns of Jackson, Wyoming and Gardiner, Montana 
where tourists snap up T-shirts, stuffed bison and elk toys, and 
art emblazoned with wolves. This increased visitation, wolf 
biologist Smith says, is the biggest issue facing Yellowstone 
National Park as a whole.
“It’s the best place in the world to view wild wolves,” says Smith, 
adding that in the early days of wolf reintroduction, finding 
wolves inside the park was exclusive, inside information. That’s 
changed nowadays, he says, with the influx of eager, wolf- and 
grizzly-watching tourists. “There’s no inside tips anymore. Just 
look for the traffic jam.”
Wolf-watching tourism alone contributes at least $82 million 
annually to communities bordering the park, the most recent 
data show. However, all those people lining the roads and 
hillsides of Yellowstone come at a cost. “[When wolves] leave 
the park,” Smith says, “they get shot because they stand there 
and look at a hunter.”
Some wolves become so accustomed to people that they 
become habituated, according to Smith, meaning they walk up 
to humans in search of food or become so bold that they run 
off with tripods. In rare instances, park officials have euthanized 
habituated wolves.
The Wapiti Lake Pack, a major draw for wolf watchers and 
tourists, has been susceptible to human conditioning. These 
Yellowstone interior wolves, considered bison-killing specialists, 
often use groomed park roads to get around in winter, at times 
walking right by snowmobilers buzzing down the road on their 
way to places like Old Faithful or Tower Junction. They’ve even 
been hazed with paintballs as a result. 
But the vast majority of park wolves aren’t habituated, Smith 
says. Rather, they’re tolerant of people. “A wild wolf is avoidant,” 
he says. “They flee, they run. They know what humans mean: 
death. That’s not a park wolf.” Tolerance is the curse that leaves 
them vulnerable outside the park. 
Justin Webb, executive director of the Foundation for Wildlife 
Management, says Yellowstone should do more to instill its 
wolves with a healthy fear of people.
“Wolves in the park should be given the respect of space, and 

I think that those wolves shouldn’t be conditioned to people,” 
says Webb, whose nonprofit makes bounty-like payments to 
trappers who kill wolves.
On occasion, Yellowstone wolves face circumstances that make 
them especially prone to human conditioning. The Junction 
Butte Pack, for example, often dens within eyeshot of Slough 
Creek, a popular trailhead for hikers and anglers. Tourists 
and Yellowstone guides have learned about the highly visible 
location, potentially dooming those pups. 
“Why don’t they close the trailhead down?” Webb asked. 
Yellowstone wolves leave the park for all kinds of reasons. 
Some, like 1331F, might take a temporary solo hiatus from their 
pack, while 1329M was likely in the midst of a more permanent 
dispersal, searching for new territory or a mate. However, the 
vast majority of Yellowstone’s wolves spend about 96 percent 
of their time inside the park, collar data shows. With no time 
to learn a healthy fear of humans, the 4 percent of the time 
they unwittingly leave their protections behind proves deadly. 
Instead of other wolves, people — either hunters or poachers 
— become, by far, the leading cause of death for wolves that 
depart Yellowstone, Stahler said.

No Fear
For the first decade and a half after wolves returned to 
Yellowstone, the endangered species act outlawed hunting 
wolves throughout the lower 48.

Protracted legal battles meant the first lawful hunt didn’t occur 
until 2009, and it revealed the risk facing wolves that spend 
most of their lives inside Yellowstone. 
“They aren’t showing any fear,” one Montana wolf hunter told 
the Los Angeles Times after a successful hunt that year. “But 
they will, I’m sure.” Another hunting guide told the outlet about 
a wolf his client killed: “He was no more afraid of [the hunter] 
than the man in the moon.”
In 2011, wolves were permanently “delisted,” or stripped of 
federal protections under the Endangered Species Act, in 
Montana, Idaho and portions of three other western states by 
an act of Congress. In Wyoming, the change came more slowly 
because of litigation. Wolves were most recently delisted there 
in 2017.
After years of hunts in surrounding states, the story hasn’t 
changed much. In late 2024, members of the 8 Mile Pack 
crossed the park boundary into Montana. Three hunters were 
waiting. They left with four dead wolves. A fifth was found days 
later, dead in nearby bushes. That many wolves dying at the 
same time rather than fleeing at the sound of a gunshot, Smith 
says, likely means they had no fear of people. “Killing multiple 
wolves at once is a sure sign of that.”
In this way, 1331 and 1329 are outliers. According to Yellowstone 
National Park data, over the last few years, approximately 81 
percent of wolves that lived in Yellowstone and were killed by 
hunters died in Montana. That’s largely due to terrain. Think of 
the Gardiner Basin just north of Yellowstone like a funnel: Elk 
migrate to the lower-elevation, arid area in search of forage 
in winter. Wolves follow. Of all those wolves killed by hunters 
in Montana, nearly 9 in 10 died within just a mile of the park 
boundary. The forays of 1331 and 1329 outside Yellowstone — 
clocking about 10 miles and over 100, respectively — mean they 
traveled much farther than most of their kind before meeting 
the same end.
The lives of long-distance travelers, like the two Wapiti Lake 
pack members that died in traps, are less understood. Smith 
attributes the dearth of data to a simple reason: They die. 
“A wolf dispersing has a higher mortality risk because it doesn’t 
know the landscape,” he says. “So that makes it more vulnerable 
to getting shot because they’re wandering around going, ‘I don’t 
know where I am; I don’t know where it’s safe and where it’s 
unsafe.’” 
Montana and Wyoming’s respective wildlife management 
agencies investigated the trappings of 1331 and 1329. Both 
were found only because of their collar mortality signals, and 
both trappers were found to have violated state “trap-check” 
laws. Wolf traps must be checked every 48 hours in Montana. 
Leghold traps must be checked every 72 hours in Wyoming’s 
predator zone, the only place in the Equality State where wolf 

trapping is allowed.
The Wyoming trapper, a Cokeville resident named Ezra Cluff, 
was cited and fined $250 on June 30, 2022. “Cluff stated that he 
had got busy and had indeed failed to do his trap checks on 
time,” the warden wrote in a citation slip. Cluff did not respond 
to an interview request. 
Nearly three years later and on the opposite end of the 
ecosystem, 1331 was found in a trap about 10 miles, as the 
crow flies, north of Yellowstone. The trap was registered to 
Matt Lumley, who was at the time president of the Montana 
Trappers Association and vice president of the National 
Trappers Association. Lumley also has close ties to political 
leadership in Montana. He helped Governor Gianforte trap and 
kill another collared Yellowstone wolf in 2021. Gianforte later 
described Lumley as his wolf hunting “mentor” in an interview 
with Lee Enterprise’s Statehouse Bureau. In addition, Lumley is 
a founding member of the Outdoor Heritage Coalition, a group 
currently suing Montana, arguing that state wildlife managers 
aren’t setting policy aggressive enough to reduce the wolf 
population.
Lumley did not respond to multiple requests for comment. But 
his comments in the Helena Capitol building are in the public 
record. “I’ve killed a lot of wolves,” he testified at the Montana 
Legislature in January 2025 just days before Wolf Project staff 
heard 1331F’s mortality signal. “I’ve never killed a Yellowstone 
National Park wolf. I’m killing all my wolves in Montana.”
Yellowstone park officials estimate that 1331 died on January 

Map: Tennessee Watson/WyoFileSource: National Park 
ServiceCreated with Datawrapper
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16, 2025. Park staff detected her mortality signal on January 
23, and her remains were recovered even later. Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks submitted a “request for prosecution” for a 
trap-check violation to Montana’s Park County Attorney’s Office. 
Despite the state’s 48-hour trap-check regulation for wolves, the 
county attorney declined to prosecute.
“After a careful review of the reports, supporting documents, 
and available evidence, we determined that the facts did not 
establish a criminal offense that could be proven beyond a 
reasonable doubt,” Park County Attorney Chad Glenn said in an 
email to Mountain Journal and WyoFile. 
Glenn did not respond to follow-up questions or provide the 
documents he cited as the basis for his decision. Ultimately, 
Lumley walked away with a formal warning from FWP. Gianforte 
also walked away with a warning in 2021 after running afoul 
of trapping regulations while killing a wolf with Lumley on 
the same ranch, owned by Robert E. Smith, a co-director of 
Sinclair Broadcasting Group and contributor to Gianforte’s 2017 
congressional campaign.

Elk, Livestock, and Wolves
The saga of Wapiti Lake’s wandering wolves reflects the 
complexity of managing Yellowstone wolves when they leave 
protected areas like the park.
Over the last few decades, the region has transitioned from 
an economy based on resource extraction to one heavily 
reliant on tourism and recreation. Outside the national park, 
wildlife managers are tasked with balancing hard-to-reconcile 
viewpoints in states where hunting and ranching have deep 
roots and large landowners hold sway. 

The overpopulated elk herds of Yellowstone’s Northern Range 
numbered around 15,000-20,000 in the years leading up to 
the 1995 wolf reintroduction. Counts are now closer to 5,000, 
much to the dismay of many a hunter who relied on the area’s 
abundance of ungulates for meat or trophies. 
“I’ve got an 18-year-old son that I want to get to experience elk 
camp in the backcountry,” Webb, the wolf-hunting advocate, 
told a Wyoming audience in 2022. “I want him to sit on a 
mountaintop on a ridge and listen to bulls bugle below him as 
the sun comes up, and I believe that if we don’t do something to 
control wolf populations, he won’t have that experience.”
Wolves were a factor — but not the only factor — in the region’s 
decline in elk numbers. Mountain lions and bears eat elk, 
too. And so do people. A long-running late-season elk hunt 
in the Gardiner area also played a role in the elk population’s 
shrinking size. Despite a drastic decrease in numbers from the 
days before wolves, elk populations north of Yellowstone still 
remain at or above the state-set goal for elk numbers. Access 
to elk is yet another important part of the hunting puzzle. Some 
hunters say the wary ungulates that remain in the area often 
take shelter from wolves and hunters alike on private land, 
making them next to impossible to pursue. 
Meanwhile, Lumley the trapper called the decline of southwest 
Montana elk “the greatest loss of hunting opportunity in the 
world” during the same legislative hearing he touted killing 
“a lot of wolves.” Decades before wolf reintroduction, elk were 
so numerous in the area that Yellowstone sometimes culled 
thousands of the animals in a single year. Later, the park took a 
more hands-off approach. Elk hunting outside the park became 
the primary management tool to deal with the overpopulated 
ungulates. Locals recall a “firing line” of hunters as elk moved 
toward winter range outside the park’s protections. 
Part of the tension around hunting both wolves and elk also 
centers on economics. While wolf-watching brings millions of 
tourist dollars into communities surrounding the park, outfitters 
north of Yellowstone have lost business as elk herds declined 
after reintroduction. The lawsuit filed by the Outdoor Heritage 
Coalition features outfitter Craig Neal, an outfitter in Townsend, 
Montana, as a plaintiff. Neal, the brief contends, “has been 
negatively impacted by restrictions on wolf hunting in Montana 
from a personal and economic perspective ... his business 
opportunities are limited by the insufficient wolf quotas and 
reduced elk available for hunting.”
Elk aren’t the only hooved creatures wolves impact, either. 
Outside Yellowstone, they also occasionally kill livestock. 
Although wolf-killed cattle and sheep are a drop in the bucket 
among the many factors that kill domestic livestock, the 
impacts aren’t trivial for individual ranchers in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem.   

In Wyoming and Montana each year, wolves typically kill at 
least a few dozen of the more than 3 million cows in the two 
states — though many ranchers argue that wolf kills can go 
unproven since remote carcasses are consumed before the kill 
can be documented. Depredation numbers in Wyoming notably 
spiked from 2014 to 2017, topping out at 121 wolf-killed cattle — a 
pulse of conflict that coincided with the three years Wyoming 
wolves were relisted under the Endangered Species Act. While 
those federal protections prohibited hunters from killing wolves 
at the time, wildlife managers trying to avert conflict could do 
just that. And they did, killing a record number. In Montana, 
complaints about wolves eating livestock peaked at 233 in 
2009. Since then, in the wake of delisting, the number of reports 
has dropped off drastically, hovering at 100 or fewer annually 
from 2015 to 2024.

Pressure cooker
To control the wolf population and mitigate their impact, 
hunting has become a fixture of wolf management in the 
Northern Rockies.
Since legal seasons began earlier in the century, some animals 
that spend most of the year in Yellowstone are always lost to 
hunters’ bullets and traps outside park boundaries. 
In an attempt to resolve the tension between the park and 
surrounding states, Montana carved out small areas with more 
limited hunting called “wolf management units” directly north 
of the park. Wyoming tightly controls its hunts immediately 
adjacent to Yellowstone and Grand Teton, and has had minimal 
overall impact on Yellowstone populations. Idaho takes an 
aggressive, statewide approach to wolf hunting and trapping, 
but the topography and location of Yellowstone packs have 
limited its influence on park populations.

The vast majority of harvested Yellowstone wolves die in 
Montana, where tensions continue to flare over setting the 
state’s wolf season. In 2021, the Montana Legislature mandated 
a reduction in the state’s overall wolf population, numbering 
roughly 1,177 at the time. The new law simply set a minimum of 
15 breeding pairs (corresponding to 450 wolves).
In the years since, setting policy to reduce wolf numbers 
has fallen to the Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission, a 
citizen board appointed by the governor, currently Gianforte. 
The commission has considered a slew of ways to meet the 
mandate: lengthening hunting and trapping seasons, instituting 
a statewide quota, night hunting on private land, and neck 
snaring, among other approaches. Some of those aggressive 
tactics have taken effect. Others haven’t. Yet today, four years 
after the legislative mandate took effect, Montana still hasn’t 
seen a meaningful reduction in its wolf population. 
In 2021, about six months after Gianforte trapped and killed 
a Yellowstone wolf north of the park, the commission also 
removed quotas in the wolf management units, or WMUs, just 
outside Yellowstone. That winter, hunters killed at least 25 
wolves that spent the vast majority of their lives inside the park. 
Roughly 1 in 5 park wolves perished — more park wolves than 
in any hunting season before or since. Yellowstone biologists 
worried about the impact of the hunt on their three-decade-old 
research project — some packs dissolved due to the hunt, and 
others formed. Behavior and reproductive rates changed, too. 
Wildlife guides were furious, concerned they’d lose business or 
wolf-watching opportunities altogether. 
Ultimately, the quotas were restored. But over the next two 
years, outcomes for Yellowstone wolves only marginally 
improved. At least 13 park wolves were killed in the 2023-
2024 hunting season. Yellowstone Superintendent Cam 
Sholly voiced his concern to the Montana Fish and Wildlife 
Commission in a 2024 letter. “Wolves that primarily live within 
Yellowstone are exceedingly valuable to a great number of 
people across Montana, the country, and the world,” he wrote. 
“The park generates hundreds of millions of dollars in additional 
economic activity to Montana economies and wolves and 
other wildlife rate as a top reason why people visit the park and 
region.”
The pressure cooker of hunting policy around Yellowstone 
hasn’t let off steam. At the January 2025 legislative hearing, 
Lumley complained that the Fish and Wildlife Commission was 
setting policy that was too protective of wolves and listening 
only to out-of-state interests, particularly Yellowstone. Just 3 
percent of the national park lies in Montana. “That’s what you 
are elected to do, protect Montana’s interests,” Lumley testified. 
“Not Yellowstone National Park’s.” 
In a Fish and Wildlife Commission meeting months later, 

Wolves push an elk herd in Yellowstone. Biologists say wolf packs have 
contributed to the decline in Yellowstone elk numbers over the last 30 
years since they were reintroduced to the park, but many also say that 
the elk population before wolves returned was greater than the area’s 
carrying capacity. Credit: Matt Metz / NPS

Two six-month-old wolf pups of the Shrimp Lake Pack stride through 
the tall grass by Baronette Peak in Yellowstone National Park in 
October 2023. Credit: Ben Bluhm

continues on next page...



PROJECT COYOTE'S VISIT TO CWWC

While many photographers focus on species that are 
easy to love such as elk and deer, Mark celebrates 
coyotes, beautiful too, albeit more difficult to live 
with. Throughout history, wild canids have gained an 
unfavorable view in much of the public eye. Wolves were 
exterminated in most of the USA, yet the coyote was able 
to survive. Trappings, killing contests, and hunts have 
only served to keep these sentient animals adapting. 
Serving as a reminder that predators have a purpose in 
life, Mark’s photography and poetry elicit compassion 
and reinforce the need for human-wildlife coexistence. 

“As Mark Surls writes in one of the subtle but throbbing 
poems that graces these pages, Coyote Conversations 
is a book built on compassion. The author’s considered 
words and photographic eye match the poetry of his 
canid subject, America’s ultimate survivor. And Surls is 
right: the coyote deserves all the empathy we can offer. 
And admiration, too. This book is a fine place to develop 
both.” —Dan Flores, best-selling author of Coyote 
America and Wild New World

PURCHASE MARK'S BOOK HERE!

 Meeting Ring Starr
 Photo by Mark Surls

Chris Morgan, Lumley’s successor at the Montana Trappers 
Association, made similar claims. He alleged that policy 
safeguarding wolves in the region around Yellowstone is a 
“political ploy” and touted the state’s responsibility for wolf 
reduction rather than wolf watching.

“We don’t have any state mandate that requires us to make 
sure that ecotourism thrives,” Morgan said. “Our mandate is 
to reduce the state’s population of wolves. Plain and simple. 
Period.” 
Wolf advocates were just as fired up in the day-long 
meeting. Cara McGary, a Yellowstone guide and cofounder 
of Wild Livelihoods Business Coalition, argued that plenty 
of Yellowstone wolves — like 1331F— die even outside 
the protective boundaries of the wolf management units. 
Southwest Montana receives far more wolf hunting pressure 
than anywhere else in the state, despite a lower overall 
wolf density than Montana’s northwest corner, according 
to Montana FWP data. It’s also the only area in the Treasure 
State where the wolf population was already on the decline. 
In 2024 alone, at least six wolves from the park died legally in 
the Yellowstone-adjacent WMUs and another five outside their 
boundaries. “That’s almost 10 percent of the product that our 
businesses depend on,” she testified. 
At the time of publication, wolf hunting season in Montana, 
Wyoming and Idaho is well underway. The heat over wolf 
hunting regulations around Yellowstone in that August 
commission meeting led to something of a middle-ground 
approach. But already this year, a Montana hunter legally 
killed a Yellowstone wolf beloved to the wolf-watching 
community, which described the dark black 1479F as playful 
and tolerant of crowds.
“She was one of the few wolves in the park that would walk 
right through a crowd of people to reach her destination,” 
wildlife photographer Deby Dixon told Cowboy State Daily.

The National Park Service has two chief goals: preserving 
and protecting natural systems, and visitor enjoyment. 
Wolves figure into both, and the scientific gains from studying 
Yellowstone packs are unparalleled: They’re both uniquely 
visible and, at least in theory, uninfluenced by humans. But 
as wolves deal with such direct mortality when they set paw 
outside the park, Smith wonders: “Do you have a natural wolf 
population or not?”
Some data suggests not. A 2023 peer-reviewed study led 
by then-University of Montana PhD student Brenna Cassidy 
found that Montana’s wolf-hunting regime has a clear effect 
on the overall survival of Yellowstone wolves. Without hunting, 
park wolves have a nearly 90 percent chance of surviving any 
given year, but the rate falls to about 80 percent when hunting 
occurs with quotas. When there’s unlimited hunting outside 
the boundary, Yellowstone wolves’ chances of surviving a year 
dip closer to 70 percent. 
Smith, Yellowstone’s retired wolf biologist, wants to be clear: 
He’s a hunter as well, and a self-described “gun guy.” At times, 
though, he worries that all the focus on Yellowstone’s wolves 
has an overlooked downside. It sucks the air out of the room 
in wolf management conversations, leaving too little focus on 
the thousands more wolves in Montana and the rest of the 
Northern Rockies that don’t have the same vocal proponents 
as animals in and around the park. Those wolves die too — 
often very quickly or brutally. In Montana, hunters and trappers 
can take a total of 458 wolves this season, including six in the 
WMUs outside Yellowstone and 60 in the larger region where 
1331 met her end. There are no limits in Idaho, and it’s a wolf 
hunting free-for-all in Wyoming’s predator zone, where 1329 
died in an illegally monitored trap. 
Thinking about intense hunting pressure throughout the 
Northern Rockies, Smith thinks wildlife managers should 
consider a bigger question: “Where do wolves get to be 
wolves?”

Montanans hold up signs decrying wolf reintroduction to Yellowstone at 
an open house in Helena, Montana, 1996. Credit: Norm Bishop / NPS

A faint rainbow peeks out over Hayden Valley in Yellowstone during 
golden hour. Credit: A. Falgoust / NPS

https://www.surlsart.com/purchase-coyote-conversations/coyote-conversations


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will not issue 
a nationwide recovery plan for gray wolves, it 
announced this week. The plan was slated to be 
launched in December of this year.

In the announcement, the Service stated that “[b]
oth listed gray wolf entities are no longer in need 
of conservation under the Act due to recovery. We 
therefore conclude that recovery plans for these two 
entities would not promote their conservation.”

Endangered Species Act protections currently apply 
to gray wolves in 45 states, but the Northern Rocky 
Mountain population, which includes wolves in 
Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming, is exempt from the 
rule.

The Center for Biological Diversity has called the 
decision “a disappointing and dangerous policy 
reversal by the Trump administration.”

“I’m appalled that Trump wants to strip gray wolves of 
federal protections and turn their management over to 
states that are dead set on killing them,” said Collette 
Adkins, senior attorney and Carnivore Conservation 
director at the Center for Biological Diversity. “Courts 
have repeatedly made it clear that our country’s gray 

wolves have not recovered in places like the southern 
Rocky Mountains and West Coast. We’ll challenge the 
Trump administration’s unlawful decision to once again 
abandon wolf recovery, and we’ll win.”

In 2024, the Service declined a listing position for 
gray wolves filed by a handful of conservation groups, 
opting instead to develop a national recovery plan. The 
decision drew widespread criticism from conservation 
groups, who pointed out that wolf-killing laws in Idaho 
and Montana are a threat to the species’ recovery and 
insisted that an ESA listing for the Northern Rockies 
population was necessary to protect them.

As of November 1, the hunting and trapping of gray 
wolves in Wyoming is illegal.

In August of this year, a judge ruled that the Service 
erred in its denial of ESA protections for gray wolves. 
In the ruling, U.S. District Judge Donald Molloy said 
the federal agency "made numerous unfounded 
assumptions regarding the future condition of the gray 
wolf despite recognizing either limitations on those 
conditions or bias in the population estimates utilized." 

Under the ruling, the Service had to re-evaluate 
whether wolves in the West need ESA protections.

The US Senate rejected an effort on Wednesday 
to halt a contentious US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) plan to kill nearly half a million barred owls 
in order to save their cousin, the northern spotted owl.

John Kennedy, the Republican senator from Louisiana, 
had hoped to block the proposal by bringing the 
matter to a vote with a joint resolution under the 
Congressional Review Act. The effort failed with 25 
votes to 72 votes.

“The barred owls are not hurting anybody. They’re just 
doing what nature teaches them to do. We’re going to 
change nature?” Kennedy said in a speech before the 
Senate. “We’re going to control our environment to this 
extent? We’re going to pass DEI for owls?”

Barred owls have been expanding their habitat west, 
increasing competition for the spotted owl. The more 
aggressive barred owls come from eastern North 
America and are slightly larger and better able to 
adapt than the spotted owl. The spotted owl has been 
imperiled over the years, facing major habitat loss as 
logging and development destroyed old growth forests 
in the Pacific north-west.

The USFWS introduced the controversial plan to cull 
as many as 450,000 of the raptors in designated areas 

in the Pacific north-west during Joe Biden’s 
administration, arguing that barred owls pose 
a “significant threat” to the survival of the 
spotted owl. Under that management strategy, 
two trained individuals must positively identify 
barred owls and “removal specialists” will shoot 
the animals.

Experts acknowledged it created an “ethical 
dilemma” and animal welfare and conservation 
groups were at odds over the issue. In 2024, 
more than 80 US animal welfare groups 
called the plan “colossally reckless”. Some 
Republicans became prominent critics as well 
arguing it was wrong and costly.

The issues highlighted a rare split between the 
Trump administration and some Republicans. 

Officials had urged Kennedy and other Republicans 
to back the plan, which recently garnered support 
from the logging industry. Kennedy described it as 
a “misguided attempt” to protect the spotted owl 
and said of the interior department officials: “Who 
appointed them God?”

During his remarks on the floor, the senator said he 
recently received a call from the interior secretary, 
Doug Burgum, who urged him not to move forward 
with the resolution and said he was “slandering” the 
administration.

“I told him he was confused. He had the wrong person. 
The secretary needed to call somebody who cared 
what he thought,” Kennedy said. “I think he’s wrong. I 
think he and the other members of the administrative 
Department of Interior decided to play God.”

Oregon’s senators, Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden, 
issued a joint statement in support of the USFWS plan.

“The Fish and Wildlife Service’s plan was developed 
after a decade of research, consideration of 
alternatives to manage the non-native and invasive 
barred owls, and consultation and partnership with 
tribes,” the statement said.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Reverses 
Recovery Plan For Gray Wolves

Photo: NPS, Jacob W. Frank.

NPT Staff  |  National Parks Traveler  |  November 6, 2025

Senate declines to halt plan to kill off half-million 
barred owls by Fish and Wildlife Service

Dani Anguiano  |  The Guardian  |  October 31, 2025

Northern spotted owls are being squeezed out by the westward migration of 
the larger barred owls

A barred owl in Seattle, Washington, on 15 October 2025. Photograph: 
Shane Srogi/Zuma Press Wire/Shutterstock



In a packed virtual courtroom with 54 attendees and 
untold quantities of listeners on another streaming site, 
Cody Roberts of Daniel, Wyoming, pleaded not guilty 
Monday to being feloniously cruel toward a grey wolf.
He’s accused of running over a wolf with a snowmobile, 
bringing it injured into a bar, tormenting and taunting it, 
then shooting it last February.
The Monday arraignment, which followed an August 
grand jury indictment, represented a geographical 
myriad.
Roberts appeared virtually from what looked like a home 
or business office, wearing a blue collared shirt and 
answering the judge with “yes sir,” and “no sir.”
His attorney Robert Piper appeared from Laramie.
Sublette County Attorney Clayton Melinkovich sat within 

his own frame from Pinedale, and Sweetwater County 
District Court Judge Richard Lavery appeared via virtual 
link from his seat in Green River.
The other four dozen attendees listened from behind 
blacked screens and silenced microphones.
The judge warned the attendees that they were not 
allowed to record or photograph the proceeding. Many 
attendees were from “very far away,” limiting the judge’s 
ability to hold them in contempt if they disobeyed that 
order, he said. But, added Lavery, if he finds broadcasts 
of the virtual hearing online it could prompt him to 
refuse remote access for future hearings.
Lavery took this case at the direction of Sublette County 
District Court Judge Kate McKay, who conflicted out of 
the case.
He conducted the hearing via virtual link because of the 

geographical disparity, Lavery told those gathered in 
the online meeting room.
The hearing lasted about 15 minutes, and “to travel 
that distance for 15 minutes doesn’t make a lot of 
sense,” said Lavery. “The use of technology for short 
proceedings like this makes more sense.”
Are You Ready?
Lavery advised Roberts of his constitutional rights and 
the potential consequences of a felony conviction – if a 
jury convicts Roberts or he gives a variation of a guilty 
plea.
He could lose his gun and civic rights. Under the animal 
cruelty felony, he could also face up to two years in 
prison and up to $5,000 in fines.
“Are you ready to plead today?” he asked Roberts.
“Yes, sir,” answered Roberts.
“Is anyone forcing you, threatening you, or promising 
you anything  apart from a plea agreement to get you to 
plead today?” the judge asked.
“No, sir,” said Roberts.
Lavery asked Piper whether there’s a plea agreement in 
place.
“Not as of present, your honor,” answered Piper.
Roberts then pleaded not guilty.
Lavery said the trial is set for March 9, 2026, in Sublette 
County District Court in Pinedale.

Not A Flight Risk
Lavery invited Melinkovich to make a bond argument 
if he wished – but Melinkovich said the bond is fine as 
set.
That is, Roberts remains out of jail on his signature and 
promise to appear for court proceedings.
That’s because he doesn’t appear to be a flight risk, said 
Melinkovich.
“Mr. Roberts has appeared here as ordered by the 
court, and has retained counsel,” said Melinkovich. “I’ve 
been in contact with Mr. Piper. I see no concernwith Mr. 
Roberts not remaining in the area to face these charges 
at trial.”
Piper said he and Melinkovich “have conferred” 
regarding an order barring Roberts from speaking with 
certain witnesses.
They’ve agreed on the terms of that, said Piper, who 
agreed to submit that agreement in writing.

Why Not Earlier?
The incident with the wolf exploded into international 
headlines, sparking outrage across the globe from 
sportsmen and animal rights activists, and it put 
both the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
and Wyoming’s wildlife management laws under a 
microscope.
Roberts initially paid a $250 fine for possessing wildlife.
Melinkovich had sought to wage a more serious 
prosecution in the case last year, but struggled with the 
evidence he had at the time, he told Cowboy State Daily 
in an August phone interview.
“It took so long because evidence needed to be 
processed,” Melinkovich said. “We finally got all the 
evidence back from processing in November.”
The prosecutor didn’t think it made sense to undertake 
grand jury proceedings over the holidays, he said.
As January turned to February, an alleged compound 
bow murder diverted his focus, Melinkovich added.
He requested the grand jury in June, and it convened 
in the second and third weeks of August, Melinkovich 
said.

Doxxed
As to why he called the grand jury rather than launching 
a charge on his own probable cause narrative of the 
evidence, Melinkovich indicated there wasn’t enough 
evidence for that.
The investigation had stalled prior because people 
didn’t want to talk to law enforcement, he said.
“I speculate that (silence) is because of such national 
and international pressure, and people’s fear of being 
doxed if people knew they knew information — or were 
(in the bar) that night,” said Melinkovich.
Witnesses generally don’t have to talk to law 
enforcement. But a grand jury can subpoena people 
and make them talk, with some Constitution-based 
exceptions.
He declined to say whether those reticent sources 
produced the missing pieces this month, saying that 
would disclose the confidential grand jury witness 
testimony.  
Though already penalized, Roberts can still be charged 
with a different law for the same conduct — if the newer 
charge differs enough in its elements from the citation 
to satisfy a judge that Roberts’ right against double 
jeopardy isn’t being violated.

Clair McFarland  |  Cowboy State Daily  |  November 10, 2025

A Daniel man accused of running over a wolf with a snowmobile, bringing it injured into a bar, taunting it, then 
shooting it pleaded not guilty Monday. The hearing unfolded via virtual link with 54 attendees, and untold quantities 
listening on another streaming service.

Cody Roberts Pleads Not Guilty To Animal Cruelty Over 
Wolf Incident



The Trump administration moved Wednesday to 
weaken the popular Endangered Species Act in 
an attempt to restore changes made during the 
president’s first term that were later blocked by a 
federal judge.

The proposed changes include the elimination of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s “blanket rule” that 
automatically protects animals and plants when they 
are classified as threatened. Government agencies 
instead would have to craft species-specific rules for 
protections, a potentially lengthy process.

The administration’s announcement answers long-
standing calls for revisions to the 1973 Endangered 
Species Act from Republicans in Congress and 
industries including oil and gas, mining and 

agriculture. Critics argue the law has been wielded too 
broadly, to the detriment of economic growth.

But environmentalists warned the changes could 
cause yearslong delays in efforts to save species 
such as the monarch butterfly, the Florida manatee, 
the California spotted owl and the North American 
wolverine.

“They’re trying to take us back to the first time they 
weakened the law,” said Rebecca Riley, managing 
director for the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
“We fought that, and the Biden administration 
reversed many of the worst changes they made, and 
they are moving to put them back in place.”

Scientists and government agencies say extinctions 
have accelerated globally because of habitat loss and 

other pressures. Prior proposals during Trump’s second 
term would revise the definition of “harm” under 
the Endangered Species Act and potentially bypass 
species protections for logging projects in national 
forests and on public lands.

Interior Secretary Doug Burgum said in a statement 
that the administration was restoring the Endangered 
Species Act to its original intent while respecting “the 
livelihoods of Americans who depend on our land and 
resources.”

“These revisions end years of legal confusion and 
regulatory overreach, delivering certainty to states, 
tribes, landowners and businesses while ensuring 
conservation efforts remain grounded in sound science 
and common sense,” he said.

Another change proposed Wednesday tasks officials 
with weighing possible economic impacts in deciding 
what habitat is critical to the survival of a species, 
which environmental groups say is expressly prohibited 
by the 1973 law.

In practice, that could lead to species' being listed 
as endangered while allowing practices that further 
threaten their survival to continue.

“What the Trump administration is trying to do is add 
that in, so say you’re protecting the spotted owl — how 
much will that cost? They’re trying to force that into 
consideration, which up until this point has not been 
part of decisions to protect species for critical habitat,” 
said Noah Greenwald, co-director for the endangered 
species program at the Center for Biological Diversity.

The case of the Yarrow’s spiny lizard in the 
Southwest exemplifies the potential consequences 
of the administration’s proposals. Rapidly warming 
temperatures have ravaged a population of the lizard in 
Arizona’s Mule Mountains, pushing the reptiles farther 
up the mountainsides toward the highest peaks and 
possibly toward extinction.

A petition filed Wednesday seeks protections for 
the lizard and the designation of critical habitat. 
Advocates say analyzing the economic impacts could 
delay protections. Designating critical habitat could 
be another hurdle because the primary threat to this 

population of spiny lizard is climate change.

“We think that the species should be listed as 
endangered. In fact, we are somewhat shocked that it 
is not already extinct,” said John Wiens, a professor of 
ecology and evolutionary biology at the University of 
Arizona, who co-authored the petition.

The Interior Department was sued over the blanket 
protection rule in March by the Property and 
Environment Research Center (PERC) and the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation. The two groups argued 
the rule was illegal and that it discouraged states and 
landowners from assisting in species recovery efforts.

Species designated as “threatened” under the blanket 
rule automatically qualify for the same protections 
as those with the more severe designation of 
“endangered.” That could cause landowners to become 
indifferent to a species’ fate, because even if they 
work to get an endangered species downgraded 
to threatened, there might not be a lessening of 
government restrictions.

PERC Vice President Jonathan Wood said 
Wednesday’s proposal was a “necessary course 
correction” from the Biden administration’s actions.

“This reform acknowledges the blanket rule’s 
unlawfulness and puts recovery back at the heart of 
the Endangered Species Act,” Wood said.

Trump officials during his first term also rolled back 
protections for individual species, including the 
northern spotted owl and the gray wolf.

The spotted owl decision was reversed in 2021 after 
officials said Trump’s political appointees used faulty 
science to justify opening millions of acres of West 
Coast forest to potential logging. Protections for wolves 
across most of the U.S. were restored by a federal court 
in 2022.

The five-decade old Endangered Species Act remains 
broadly popular. A review of polling this year found as 
many as 84% of Americans favor the law’s protections.

Trump administration moves to roll back 
some Endangered Species Act protections

Photo: Anadolu / Anadolu via Getty Images

The Associated Press and David Douglas  |  November 19, 2025

The proposed changes include the elimination of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s “blanket rule” that 
automatically protects animals and plants when they are classified as threatened.



CWWC is looking for winter interns & volunteers!

Contact: Kelly@wolfeducation.org

2026 CWWC Calendars Are In!
Available in our Gift Store

or order online by clicking here! 

Readers are invited to join me, Vanessa Chakour and author Erica Berry for the final installment of our 2025 
webinar series: Nourishing Earth, Nourishing Ourselves. We will discuss how storytelling can affect or 
distort our view of other species and amplify fear.

Webinar: How Storytelling Shapes Human 
Perceptions of Wildlife
Date: December 9, 2025

Time: 12:00-1:00pm PT | 3:00-4:00pm ET
Zoom: Click here to register

Webinar will be recorded and sent to 
registrants unable to make the live event.

About Erica Berry�
Erica is the author of "Wolfish: Wolf, Self, and the Stories We Tell About Fear, which won the 2024 Oregon 
Book Award and was a semifinalist for the Pacific Northwest Book Award. A former National Writers’ Series 
Writer-in-Residence in Traverse City, Michigan, Erica has taught at the Orion Writers’ Workshop, the Fishtrap 
Gathering of Writers, the Sitka Center for Art and Ecology, and the New York Times Student Journeys, and is 
a forthcoming Visiting Distinguished Professor at the University of North Carolina in Wilmington.
Erica graduated from Bowdoin College in 2014, and received her MFA from the University of Minnesota as a 
College of Liberal Arts Fellow in 2018. She now lives in her hometown of Portland, Oregon.
Together, we will discuss the cultural, emotional, and symbolic lessons that wolves and other wild carnivores 
can teach us — we look forward to your participation in our conversation.

For Wild Nature,  
Vanessa Charkour 
Artists for Wild Nature Ambassador

New Wolf Totes &  
New "Kissed By a Wolf" 

Shirt Design!

Come find that perfect 
Wolf and Wildlife present 

in our Gift Store!

Available in our Gift Store

https://www.wolfeducation.org/2026-calendar
https://www.wolfeducation.org/2026-calendar
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Colorado Wolf & Wildlife Center 
Space is Limited · RSVP 719.687.9742 · wolfeducation.org 

Join us for a 
special holiday 
celebration on 

SUNDAY 
DEC 21st 

from 9 to 11am 
FESTIVITIES 

INCLUDE: 
breakfast burritos 

with the wolves 

$40 · 12 and older 
$20 · ages 6-11 

Reservations Required 

WITH THE WOLVES



TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

[                           ]NOTE  - Our shelter is still open for adoptions, but we are 
asking that you call ahead and make an appointment 

before coming in to the shelter - 719-686-7707.

SLVAWS 
Please check our website, 

www.slvaws.org for our next 
adoption fair in Colorado Springs, 

every Saturday 10am-3pm.

Hi there, my name is Cassie, and it's 
great to meet you. I came from Texas 

for my new beginning here in Colorado. 
I have a fun, outgoing personality once 
I feel safe and loved. While the people 

here at the shelter think I am great and 
have been wonderful to me, I want a 

home! I would love some windows to 
watch all the birds from and a really 

comfy couch and bed to sleep on.

Hello friends! I would love nothing 
more than to go out and play in all 
this sunshine! I'd love a yard to run 
around in and a family to play with! 
I'm very smart and eager to please, 
and especially active! I just need 
someone to show me the way to be an 
ever-better dog! I can be a bit strong-
minded so I need someone ready with 
a regular schedule to help me best 
adjust to me home!

Cassie >>

<< Sophie

Boys Red and Oreo were abandoned in the mountains near San Luis, CO.  
They are both sweethearts and very affectionate. Two-year-old Red is 

appears to be an American bulldog mix.  His best friend Oreo is a 6 month 
old heeler mix.  They are neutered, current on all vaccinations, microchipped, 

about knee high. They would love a home together.

Red & Oreo

http://www.slvaws.org

